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The Press on President Ltncoln's Message.

The New York Herald likes the conciseness,
mavity and general tone of the document, and
waises the schemes of raising the revenue
fenmn taxation, espeecially by an excise taX on
e mineral produets of the conntry, The
opurations of the General Amnesty Proclama-
vion. toward a reconstruction of the Union. 1s
ridienled, and it is predicted that the whole
chems will be inadequate, and result in fail-
ure.  The Tribnne thinks the President’s plan
of reeonstruction practicable, and says that
siavery alone abstructs the way to peace and

veanion. and if the Proclamation of Amnesty
ve seconded in the loval States, it will go far
+o hreak the back of the rebellion. The in-
fence of the document in Knrope, it 12 said,
¢l be imwmense. The Thmes applauds the
Message, and the plan for reconstructing the
States as completely adapted to the end desir-
ed. It takes it for granted that the publie
mind upon reflection will accept the docu-
went as another sienal illustration of the praecti-
o1l wis lom of the President.  The World thivks
the Messase is a creditable speeimen of political
dexterity, in view of the approaching Presi-
dential campatgn.  As a scheme for the re-
construction of the Union it iz deemed simply
sbenrd. The whole network is pronounced
impracticable aud altogether preposterous.—
The Kvening Post coveedes the practicability
of the plan for reconstruction  suggested,
bat savs the proclamation in itself isan exhi-
Sition of magnanimity, and honorable lentency
cowards a greatly weakened, but still refrac-
tory portion of the people of the Uhited
Dtates,
Vessave derisively, and hopes it will he’ the
last that Abraham Lincoln . will send to Con-
sress.  The Daily News treats of the docu-
nent as the edict of a despot, and says 1t 1s
rambling, vague, and evasive upon every sub-
iect save the “‘negro,”” and the political pros-
vects of the Radicals. The Baltimore Amert-
can aceepts the reconstruction principle, and
savs on the whole the people will be pleased
with the Message, although certain politicians
may not be. It praises the President's mag-
panimity in oftering ammnesty to the Rebels,
his firmness indieating his intention fo
to

corre out the Emancipation Proclamation
est extent of its weaning. The Na-
tion: telligencer looks upon the Proclama-
don of Awnesty as a stroke of eivil peliey in
comparison with the Proclamation of kinanci-
vation, claimed to be a military measure. It
commends the document to the people, and
savs the President ‘‘shows a disposition to
conciliate, as far as practicable, without re-
soaneing the form of the Kmancipation edict,
the natmral sensibilities of the Southern peo-
vle, when he pledges his acquiescenee In any
vrovision which may be adopted by a restored
State Government in relation to the freed peo-
nle of such State.”” The Boston Post praises
the composition of the message, but doubts
the success of the practical application of the
President’s scheme for reconstruction. 1t says
the position taken by the President, with re-
zard to the return of the Soutnern people L0
their allegiance is liberal to every interest but
o slavery : and instead of letting this alone it
oresents the Proclamation as on a par with the
Constitution.,””  The Bostoa Commercial Ad-
vertiser sees wisdom in the plan for recon-
structing the State (fovernments, and 13 san-
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IALLECK.
WasmiNaroN, Dee. 11.—The report of Ma-
gives a summary of the mili-

cary operations during 1he past year, Reter-
ring to General Lee's invasion of Maryland
s Pennsylvania, be says: To General Meade
velongs the hovor of a well earned wvietory 1In

one of the greatest and best fought battles of

the war. MW hen the Rebel army was about to
move on those States General Dix sent all his
available foree from  Norfolk and Fortress
Monroe ap York Biver tor the purpose of cut-
tine off Geuo. s communications  with
Richinond, and of attacking the place, which
was known to be at that time defended by only
o handiul of wilitia.  The expediticn fulicd to
h 1t had

8L b

accowplish the siugle object for which
been fitted out.  The fr_"zl.ure re"st}lted, LW
slleged. from the ineficiency of one of the

senorals commanding.
" Ip speaking of the attack on Kort Sumter
on the Tth of April, he says: 1t being unsuc-
cosodul. nothing apparently rvemained to be
done by the land forces. A stege of (‘harles-
con and its defences by land had never been
contemplated, and, theretore, was no part of
the plan.

Peferring to the events in eonnection with
Vicksture, he says: No more brilliant expioit
than that of General Grant can be found in
wilitary history. It having been alleged and
extensively published that Gen. Grant had
positively disobeyed the instructions of his su-
periors, General Ialleck says that General
Gyant never disobeyed an order or instruction,
but always carried out to the best of his ability
every measure ot suggestion made to him by
the Government; por did he ever complain
that the Government did not fornirh him all
the means and assistance in its power to facili-
tate the execution of any plan whieh he saw
fit. to adopt.

While General Grant was vperating before
Vicksburg infurmation, deemed to be reliable,
was received that large detachments were being
drawn from Bragg's army to reinforce John-
ston, in Mississippi, and accordingly General
Roseerans was required to advance from Mur-
freeshoro’ in order to take advantane of Bragg's
demoralized numbers and drive him back into
(Georgia, and, thus foree loyal HKast Tennessece
irom the Rebels; but (General Rosecrans, 1o a
dispatch, counselled caution and patience at
headquarters, General Halleek plainly told
him that by five or six months’ inaetivity 1n
his arm v, it was not to be eupposed that his
patience was not pretty well exhausted, Seve-
rul communications passed on this subject, and
finally on the 25th of June General Kovecrans
comuenced his wmovement.

General Halleck says that as three separate
armies were to operatein the same field, 1t
seemed necessary to have a single commander,
i order to secure a more perfect co-operaticn
than had been obtained with the separate com-
(xeneral
Grant, by his dis‘inguished services and supe-
vior rank to all the others at that timein the
West, scemed entitled to this general comand
and therefore it was conferred upon him.

(+en. Halleek conciuded by saying

It is seen from the foregoing summary o |

gperations during the past yeal that we have
repelled every attewpt of the enemy to invade
the loval States, and have received from his
' Kentucky and Tennessce, a portion
of Alabama and Mississippi, and the greater
part of Arkansas and Louisiana, and restore.d
the iree navigation of the Mississippt River.—
Heretofore the enemy has epjoyed great ad-
vantages over us in the character of his thea:
eve of war. He has operated op short sud
sate interior lines, while circumstances have

{cominelled us to occupy the eircumference of a

reanening of the Mississippt River, the
o sww ear wtoika the ieoluted ;
and we can strike the isolated fragmenis by

cirele.  But the probiem is now changed by

{1t

2evel territory has been actually cut in two,

operating on safer and more advantageous linex,
In a little more than two years we huve re-

Ccaptured nearly every lmportant point neld hy

the Rebels on the seacoast, and we have re-
conquered and now hold military possession of
more than 25,000 square miles of territory
heid st one tune by the Repel arms, and
claimed by them as a2 constituent part of their
Contederacy.

The extent of country thus recaptured and
oceupied wy our armies is as large as France or
Austiia, or the entire peninsula of Spain and
Pertugal, and twice as large as Great Britain,
Prussia or Italy!

("onsidering what we have already accom-
plished, the present condition of the enemy,
and the immense and still unimpaired military
resources of the loyal States, we may reasona-
biy hope with the same measure of success as
heretotore, to bring this rebelilun to a speedy
and final termination.”
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AxorHER ORDER ¥ROM GEN. DUTLER. --
Major Gen. Butler, commanding the Depurt-
ment of Virginia and North Carolina, bas is-
sued an order to the following effect :

1. All transfers of property, or rights of
property, real, mixed, personal or incorporeal,
except neeessary food, medicine and clothing,
cither by way of sale, gift, pledge, payment,
lease or loan, by av inhabitaut of this Depart-
ment, who has not returned to his or her alie-
giance to the United States, (having once been
a citizen thereot,) are forbidden and void, and
the person transferring, and the person receiv-
ing, shall be punished by fine or lmuprisonwment
or both. |

2. Ail registers of the transfer of certificates

of stock or shaves in any 1incorporated or joint
stock company, or assoclution, in which any
inhabitant ot this Departmeunt, who has not
returned to his or her allegiance to the United
States, (having once been a citizen thereot,)
has any interest, are forbidden, aund the eclerk
or other officer waking or recording the trans-
fer will be beld equally gmilty with the trans-

ferrer,
B e L

A man named Henry Marston has heen ar-
rested in Washington as a Confederate spy. —
On his person was found a number of letters
from parties in New York to various promi-
nent mwen in the South. From infcimation
received from him, David and Robert Boyle
were arrested in Bladensburg, Md., charged
with being spies. On the persons of all these
men were found Confederate wmoney, bonds,
letters, ete.  They were sent to the Old Capi-
tol.  Robt. Boyle represents himself as a Bri-
tish subject, and he had a certificate from the
British Consul at Baltimore. David Boyle
<ays he is no relation of Robert.

Mujor Freeman, a defaulting paymaster, i
the U. 8. Armv, who was arrested in the S-tate
of Iilinois some time since, was brought to
Washingron on Wednesday, together with his
clerks, Freeman (a relative of the paymaster)
and Ketchum; the father of Ketchum was ai-
so arrested. Fifty-fonr hundred dollars in
five-twenty bonds that the Government had
been swindled out of was secured.  The party
was committed to the Qld Capitol.




